
Mount Vernon Exploratory PTO Executive Committee
September 5, 2024
Meeting at MVES

Officers Present: Ashley Hollifield, President; Elizabeth Latta, Past President; Christy Malcom,
Treasurer; Jennifer Mullis, Secretary; Jennifer Westbrook, Principal; Jessica Smith, Teacher
Representative
I. WELCOME & CALL TO ORDER: The President, Ashley Hollifield, called the meeting to

order.
II. PRINCIPAL’S REPORT

A. September enrollment is 647 students, which is up from 639 at this time last year.
i. K-3 - average class size 22 (19-24)
ii. 4-5 - average class size 26 (25-29)
iii. We have 1 more average student per class than last year. This may be

due to the loss of the Cares act position, which was used as a classroom
teacher to reduce class size.

B. Families
i. Begins this Friday morning. Helps to foster community in school.
ii. Will take new pictures tomorrow.

C. Curriculums
i. Benchmark - This is the new literacy cirriculum that is the state standard.

There is a learning curve with ongoing staff education and training. The
cirriculum provides more books, magazines, physical supplies, and
education and coaches for teachers.

ii. Map Reading Fluency - This is administered for all K-3 students. It
monitors reading foundational skills and screens for issues, ie: dyslexia.
Per J. Smith it is more like an activity than a test for kids.

iii. Eureka Math - Math cirriculum for K-5. This is the second year of full
implementation.

iv. Gkids - This is for Kindergarten only and goes on throughout the year.
D. Upcoming Dates

i. September 6 - Gold Out for Childhood Cancer Awareness, Families
ii. September 11 - Patriot Day, wear red, white, and blue.
iii. September 13 - K-3rd Grade MAP Family Reports go home
iv. September 17 - K-5th Grade MAP Reading Fluency Student Reports go

home, 3rd-5th Grade Progress Reports go home.
v. September 18 - Picture Day
vi. September 19 - Curriculum Night with sessions at 5:45 and 6:30.
vii. September 26 - Kids’ Brains and Screens at Eagle Ranch
viii. September 27 - NHHS Homecoming

III. Treasurer’s Report
A. Playgroud

i. Playground updates are done except for painting lines on the basketball
court. Volunteers will do this.



ii. Zach from the turf company is going to repair issues in turf on Gaga Pit.
E. Latta to coordinate this.

iii. Teachers report positive feedback on playground updates.
iv. Per E. Latta’s conversation with the county, the box drains can be

removed from the playground. J. Westbrook needs to email the county to
confirm that this is okay per her.

v. Spent about $25,000 on playground updates.
B. Budget Updates

i. See updated budget, it is not much different than previously presented.
ii. We need an invoice for the special programs request for additional

dividers.
iii. Christy is waiting on information from Missy to approve use of the

remaining allotment from 2023-2024. Teacher allotment check has not
cleared the bank.

iv. J. Westbrook to follow up with Missy on these items.
IV. President’s Report

A. Our 1st Back to School Bash was a success. We think everyone enjoyed the laid
back atmosphere.

B. Fall Dates:
i. 10/4/2024 Pumpkin Picnic
ii. 12/20/2024 Winter Literacy Day - PTO cookies and pictures with Santa. J.

Westbrook listed options for Santa pictures. (1) Get Strawbridge to do
individual Santa photos on a different day or (2) we can do class Santa
photos on the day of with a different photographer and PTO would book
this. Executive committee agreed to proceed with class photo option.

iii. We are doing WW on 12/20 instead of Wednesday that week.
C. Spring Dates:

i. 2/24/25-2/28/25 One and Done
ii. 3/7/25 Movie Night - Keri Turner and Alyson Wheeler to chair.
iii. 04/24/25 Proposed Talent Show. PTO would like to make this an annual

spring event for students and parents to attend. Can combine with Art
Show.

a) A combined Talent Show and Art show has been approved by J.
Westbrook.

b) They will be using a new company that offers framed art in
addition to offering the art applied to different items, but it doesn’t
have the same art show feel with art on display.

c) We may need to change the name of this event to reflect
Art/Talent night.

d) E. Latta suggested maybe adding a class project to put on display
for an art show feel.

e) J. Smith wondered if we can display the originals after they are
scanned to this company.

f) This event will be every other year per J. Westbrook.



g) Open to 4th and 5th graders only. We discussed the reasons for
this.

h) C. Malcom presented ideas on how PTO can help - reserve
location, setup, make signup genius. Art and music teachers can
reach out to PTO with any help needed.

iv. J. Smith stated that a new club for K-1 will be starting in January called
Storybook Stem. This is a literacy and stem based club.

v. 5th Grade Graduation Events - Awards Ceremony, and Frances
Meadows. These dates are to be determined. Per J. Westbrook, the 5th
grade team will work on these days toward end of semester.

D. Playground updates
i. The treasurer covered most of them in her report, see above.
ii. A. Hollifield raised concern about overflowing trash cans on the

playground. J. Westbrook thinks this has improved and is communicating
with Budd Group.

iii. Per J. Smith, the balls are working well and they have set expectations for
how to use them.

E. Cafeteria Health and Nutrition Options
i. Many parents are concerned with how much sugar and “junk food” our

kids are getting at school. Ie: Poptarts, Juice, Muffins, Cereal, Chips,
Cookies.

ii. Ashley asked who to contact from the county about this. J. Westbrook
says Cheryl Jones can get nutrition information. Please copy J.
Westbrook on this email for any clarification or follow-up.

iii. The ingredients in the packaged products are different from the store
version.

F. Car Rider Updates
i. Per J. Westbrook, we are having less tardiness.
ii. Less than 25% of kids are riding buses, so we have a large volume of car

riders.
iii. Hall County came to observe the car line and they said that we have safe

producers, but a large volume of car riders.
iv. E. Latta asked if we could start car line earlier. J. Westrbook states the

staff that works carpool gets here earlier than classroom staff and they
cannot start before 7:10.

v. E. Latta asked about walk ups and J. Westbrook states that walk ups
cannot be allowed due to safety and staffing.

vi. J. Westbrook will speak to staff about helping students and motioning to
hurry up.

V. Adjourn

Submitted by Jennifer Mullis, Secretary


